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Globally we are entering a dangerous new 

era and nowhere is this more apparent 

than in the world’s conflict zones. In Gaza, 
Sudan, Ukraine and many other conflicts, 
civilian populations are coming under attack, 
enduring bombing, siege and starvation. 
At the same time, the international 
humanitarian law designed to protect 

civilians, including the Geneva Conventions, 
is being deliberately undermined by powerful 

governments and military forces. 

Universal commitments to protect civilians 
in time of war are now being placed in 

question as militaries – within NATO and 

outside it – plan for the deployment of 

large-scale combat operations. As military 
spending rises worldwide, a race is on to 
develop new warfare systems powered by 

artificial intelligence, increasing the number 
of targets for attack at an exponential 
rate while sidelining the need to develop 

appropriate safeguards. Climate change and 
the rise in authoritarianism both impose 

new constraints on humanitarian action and 

civilian rights defenders face new threats to 

their work.

Yet in conflict zones across the world, 
civilians are holding their communities 

together under extreme pressure. We believe 
their voices need to be heard and their 

actions supported. 

Read more about how Ceasefire is meeting 
today’s challenges by defending the civilian 

protections in the Geneva Conventions and 
working to ensure they are implemented in 
conflicts on the ground.

Who are we?

Ceasefire Centre for Civilian Rights is an 
international charity based in the UK which 
supports civilian-led monitoring of violations 

of international humanitarian law and human 

rights, helps civilians to secure justice, and 
promotes civilian protection and military 

accountability. We work in a number of 
conflict-affected jurisdictions in the Middle 
East, Africa and Europe, operating in some of 
the world’s most challenging environments.

Our theory of change

Ceasefire’s theory of change places civilians 
first. We see civilians not just as the victims of 
war, but as agents who can assert their rights.

Ceasefire strives:

To enable civilians to document violations 

committed against them.

To empower civilians to claim their rights 

under the Geneva Conventions and human 

rights law.

To protect civilians by holding militaries 

accountable in law courts, in parliament and 

at the UN.

To prevent violence by strengthening 

safeguards in the use of military force.

Ceasefire’s intervention aims beyond 
improving the humanitarian situation in 

conflict zones; we seek to transform the lives 
of civilian individuals, families and the civilian 
population.

“War is the worst enemy of 
human rights”

– Volker Türk, UN High Commissioner for Human 

Rights, 31 December 2024
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To enable civilian-led monitoring of 

violations of international humanitarian 

law (IHL) and human rights 

We will:

• Expand use of Ceasefire’s digital 
platforms for documenting violations, 
enabling civilians and civil society 

organisations to record incidents securely 

according to international standards.

• Train civilian monitors in zones of conflict 
in documentation, interviewing, digital 
security and IHL/human rights and 
support local organisations to develop 

their own documentation initiatives.

• Make submissions to commissions of 
inquiry, fact-finding missions and other 
international or national justice bodies, to 
expose patterns of violation and push for 
accountability in line with international 

human rights standards. 

To empower civilians to claim their 

rights

We will:

• Support civilians harmed in war to pursue 

reparation claims for death, injury and 
destruction before both national and 

international authorities.

• Promote the creation and effective 

operation of new reparations mechanisms 

in cases of large scale or systemic 

violations.

• Collect evidence and contribute 
to structural investigations for the 

prosecution of those responsible for 

war crimes and/or other crimes under 
international law. 

To hold militaries accountable for the 

civilian harm they cause and prevent 

future violations

We will:

• Track the deployment of artificial 
intelligence in the military and 

promote effective controls in line with 

international humanitarian law.

• Develop the practice of civilian harm 

mitigation and ensure that the full 

impact of military action on civilian 

populations is reflected in foreign and 
defence policy.

• Promote wider understanding of IHL 
protections for civilians among official 
and expert audiences, the media and 
the general public. 

• Supported partner NGOs to testify 

before the UN Security Council.

“How does it feel to bring down 
the walls of fear?”

– Razan Zaitouneh, Syrian human rights defender
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Strategic objectives
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Over the last five years, Ceasefire has:

• Trained over 300 rights monitors and 

supported the documentation of over 6,000 

cases of violations across Syria, Iraq and 

Yemen

• Established a legal help centre in Mosul in Iraq 

that has secured reparations awards for over 

200 families who suffered death, injury or 

damage in the war 

• Set up an early warning system for conflict 

violence in South Sudan

Our Impact

Our commitment to 

best practice

During armed conflict, existing vulnerabilities 
and vectors of discrimination are 

exacerbated. In promoting an inclusive 
approach, we seek to reach the most 
disadvantaged, including on grounds of 
religion, ethnicity, age, disability, gender 
identity or sexual orientation. We seek to 
work with specialist organizations led by 
members of disadvantaged groups. We 
support feminist principles, taking steps to 
ensure the equal participation of women. 

Recognizing that the institutions of 
global security were shaped by historical 

power structures that often excluded the 
perspectives of those most affected by 

The next step

To find out more, to work with us or to 
support us, please visit our website at 
www.ceasefire.org

• Supported partner NGOs to testify before 

the UN Security Council 

• Promoted the establishment of international 

registers of damage for Ukraine, and for the 

occupation of Palestinian Territory

• Successfully worked with legislators to 

strengthen laws providing reparations for 

survivors of sexual violence in Iraq and to 

preserve accountability for UK military 

operations overseas

conflict – civilians, particularly those from the 
Global Majority – we seek to centre civilian 
voices and ensure that affected communities 

are active participants in shaping the 

protections meant to defend them.

The safety and security of those with and 

for whom we work are paramount. This 
underscores the importance of safeguarding 

in all our operations and the implementation 

of the ‘do no harm’ principle in the design and 

planning of interventions. 

As a learning organization, Ceasefire actively 
pursues  partnerships with world-leading 

universities and academic institutions 

in order to spark critical thinking and to 
share learning on civilian protection with 

practitioners, researchers and other NGOs in 
the field. 
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